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 A Monthly Newsletter of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Asheville, NC.                                     October 2017

NOTE: On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after the eleventh of October, we celebrate the 350 holy Fathers 
of the 7th Ecumenical Council, which gathered in Nicaea in 787 under the holy Patriarch Tarasios and during the 
reign of the Empress Irene and her son, Constantine Porphyrogenitos, to refute the Iconoclast heresy. The following 
Homily by Fr. Philip LeMasters is based on the Gospel passage that is read on this day.

Stay Focused and Bear Fruit: 
Homily for the Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 

and the 4th Sunday of Luke in the Orthodox Church
October 12, 2014 ·

by Fr. Philip LeMasters
 I am sure that we all waste our time and energy now and then. Of course, sometimes we need 
a diversion from our usual cares and there is nothing wrong with taking a rest from time to time. 
The problem, however, is when we find excuses not to do what needs to be done. We do not want to 
look back on our day, our lives, or our relationships and be saddened because we failed to give at-
tention to what is truly important.

 St. Paul warned in his letter to St. Titus against letting foolish 
disputes, pointless arguments, or anything else distract us from 
what needs to be done: namely, good works, meeting the urgent 
needs of others, and bearing fruit in the Christian life. St. Paul re-
minds us to turn away from all the nonsense that tempts us from 
faithfulness to Christ, that threatens to distract us from the Lord 
and the service of His Church.
 That is a necessary reminder whenever we find ourselves dis-
tracted from what is truly important. Perhaps part of the problem 
is that we forget what is really significant and how richly God has 
blessed us with His truth and life. It is fairly easy to ignore things 
that we take for granted or consider not worth mentioning. Unfor-
tunately, it is very easy to make our life in Christ one of those as-
sumed things that we end up neglecting.
 The Lord Himself reminded the Apostles not to take what He 
had taught them for granted. He chal-
lenged them to see its importance: “To 

KΗΠΟΣ   KΥΡΙΟΥ
GARDEN OF THE LORD

Continued on Pg. 4
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If you are not on our mailing-list and would like to be please contact the Church Office.

Any submission for the Garden of the Lord should be presented to the office 
by the 15th of each month.

Orthodox Observer
If you do not currently receive the Archdiocesan Newspaper, The Orthodox Observer, and would 
like to, please contact the Church Office. There is no cost for this service.

http://www.StGeorgeNewCastle.org
http://www.StGeorgeNewCastle.org
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Prosforon
October 1 – Golfo Katsigianis 
October 8 – Katina Zoumbos

October 15 – Popie Zourzoukis
October 22 - Eleni Kaltsunis

October 29 - Mary Zourzoukis

Prosforon
November 5 – Linda Apostolopoulos
November 12 – Andrea Zourzoukis

November 19 – Julia Zourzoukis
November 26 - Varvara Moutos

November 5 – Richard Bass & Dean Nakos
November 12 – Jimmy Koutsioumbis & Stom Peterson

November 19 – Bess Crider & Nick Baxevanis
November 26 - Bruce Fleming & Sokratis Katsadouros 

November 5 – Philoptochos Veterans Recognition. 
November 12 – Fr. Michael and Family.

November 19 – 
November 26 - 

Parish Council Pangari Duty
October 1 – Bess Crider & Julie Delich

October 8 – Jimmy Koutsioumbis & Dean Nakos
October 15 – Richard Bass & Nick Baxevanis
October 22 - Stom Peterson & Bruce Fleming

October 29 - Bess Crider & Sokratis Katsadouros 

Coffee Hour and Luncheons
October 1 – In Honor of Church Music Sunday

October 8 – 
October 15 – Daughters of Penelope.

October 22 - Christos Panagiotopoulos 3-year Memorial.
October 29 - Parish Council.
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you it has been given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God.” Yes, to 
that group of fishermen and other rough characters who had no particular 

importance or standing in that time and place, the Son of God had taught the greatest mysteries of 
the universe. Imagine that. The same is true for us, of course, as members of Christ’s one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic Church. He calls us not to be distracted from the glorious truth that we have 
received, either by taking it for granted or giving more attention to something else. Instead, we must 
respond to Him in a way appropriate to His great gift, which means doing what is necessary for us 
to grow in faith and bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.
 Our Savior spoke of the word of God like seed cast upon the ground. But, of course, some of 
those seeds never even begin to grow because they fall along the wayside and are eaten by birds. 
And some who hear the good news of Christ do likewise, for they never even believe. Some seeds 
just begin to grow, but the sprouts die as soon as they spring up because they landed on rocks and 
could not put down roots and receive nourishment. And some who believe at first fall away quickly, 
for they never really opened themselves to the strength received through regular prayer, worship, 
fasting, repentance, communion, and all the other means of support for the Christian life that we 
experience through the Church.
 Then there are seeds that grow into plants that do take root; they seem to be healthy, but are 
eventually choked by thorns and weeds. And some who make a good beginning in the Christian life 
allow themselves to be so distracted by their worries, riches, pleasures, and passions that their faith 
dies. A gardener who is too distracted by other activities to look out for weeds or to remember to 
water the plants will probably not be very successful. Likewise, a Christian who disregards the dan-
gers posed by anger, greed, pride, lust, spiritual laziness, or other passions will not thrive. But some 
seeds fall on good ground, grow nicely, and yield a large crop. And some Christians not only hear 
the word of the Lord, but keep it in their hearts and lives, and bear fruit with patience. They do 
what needs to be done in order for them to flourish in the service of the Kingdom.
 The thrust of this parable is clear: We have received the fullness of God’s truth, the mystery of 
the Kingdom of God. We have put on Christ in baptism, been 
sealed by the Holy Spirit in chrismation, and nourished by the 
Lord’s Body and Blood in the Eucharist. Christ Himself forgives 
us when we repent in Confession. In Jesus Christ, we receive 
our salvation, our fulfillment, as partakers in the divine nature. 
In His Body, the Church, we are taught the whole, complete 
faith of the Apostles. We are surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses, the Saints, who inspire us by their examples and help 
us by their prayers. In every Divine Liturgy, we join them and 
the entire heavenly host in the worship of the Holy Trinity.
 God has given us all that we need for our salvation, our growth in holiness, and the healing of 
our souls. The problem is not with Him, but with us, for we often take our faith for granted and de-
cide that there are more important matters than prayer, repentance, and serving others in the name 
of Christ. We become content with making our spiritual life a low priority to the point that we be-
come sick and weak because we are too lazy or distracted to fight our pas-

Continued from Pg. 1

Continued on Pg. 5

We have put on Christ in 
baptism, been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit in chrismation, 
and nourished by the Lord’s 
Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist.



5

sions and accept the healing and strength which the Lord gives us through 
the ministries of His Church. Too often, we rest content with bearing no 

fruit at all for the Kingdom. The problem is that, when we live like that, we become as weak and 
vulnerable as a plant in an un-watered and un-weeded garden; and then we have very little hope of 
thriving.
 Of course, we all have our excuses. Out of pride, we would like to believe that our particular 
circumstances are so special that we are somehow justified in neglecting the way of Christ. The 
problem is that, regardless of our preferences or situation, we make ourselves spiritually weak and 
vulnerable whenever we do not take advantage of the opportunities we have each day to open our-
selves to the presence and healing of the Lord through prayer, Bible reading, fasting, and service 
toward those around us. When we put off taking Confession so long that we never take it, we rob 
ourselves of the spiritual benefits of humble repentance and the assurance of Christ’s forgiveness. 
When we freely choose to give our attention to what inflames our passions and turns us away from 
holiness, we weaken ourselves spiritually and reject the strength and healing of our Lord. Just as a 
lazy or inattentive gardener or farmer cannot expect a good crop, we cannot expect to flourish in 
the Christian life by allowing ourselves to be distracted on a regular basis from the kind of life to 
which Jesus Christ calls us.
 But if we follow St. Paul’s advice to become so busy with good works that we have no time or 
energy for foolish arguments or other pointless distractions, we will then be like the seed that 
landed on good soil, got proper nutrition, and produced a bumper crop. And despite the trials and 
tribulations of our lives, we will know already the joy of the Kingdom of Heaven.
 That is the will of the Lord for each and every one of us, no matter how faithfully or unfaith-
fully we may have lived to this point in our lives. Through His Body, the Church, Christ has re-
vealed to us all the mysteries of the Kingdom of God, and we all have the ability to respond to our 
Lord’s great mercy with repentance, love, and faithfulness each day.
 So even if we have horribly neglected our spiritual garden, even if our souls are so full of 
weeds that we cannot see a sprout, much less bear fruit in our present condition, we still have hope 
because at the heart of the mystery of the Kingdom of God is divine mercy toward sinners like you 
and me. The good news is that in Christ Jesus there is always hope, there is always the promise of a 
new life with the blessing and peace of the Kingdom. We may all become good seed by turning 
away from distractions and excuses as we do what needs to be done to serve Him faithfully with re-
pentance, humility, and love. As Christ said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Father Philip is Professor of Religion and Director of the Honors Program at McMurry University in 
Abilene, Texas, where he is also the pastor of St. Luke’s Orthodox Church.

Copied from AncientFaith.com 

Continued from Pg. 4
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October
Schedule

Ἠμερολόγιον
Ὀκτωβρίου

Sunday, October 1.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 1  Ὀκτωβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Wednesday, October 4.
Divine Liturgy in Greek 9:00 AM

Τετάρτη, 4 Ὀκτωβρίου.
Θεία Λειτουργία. στὰ Ἑλληνικά 

Sunday, October 8.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 8  Ὀκτωβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Sunday, October 15.
The Seventh Ecumenical Council
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 15  Ὀκτωβρίου.
Ἁγίων Πατέρων Ζ´ Οἰκουμενικῆς Συνόδου.

Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Sunday, October 22.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 22  Ὀκτωβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Wednesday, October 25.
Great Vespers. 6:00 PM

Τετάρτη, 25  Ὀκτωβρίου.
Μέγας Ἐσπερινός.

Thursday, October 26.      St. Dimitrios
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Πέμπτη, 26  Ὀκτωβρίου.   Ἁγίου Δημητρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Sunday, October 29.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 29  Ὀκτωβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 
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November
Schedule

᾽Ημερολόγιον
Νοεμβρίου

Sunday, November 5.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 5 Νοεμβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία

Wednesday, November 8.
Archangels Michael and Gabriel
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Τετάρτη, 8 Νοεμβρίου.
Ἁγίων Ἀρχαγγέλων Μιχαήλ καὶ Γαβριήλ 

Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Sunday, November 12.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 12 Νοεμβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Monday, November 13.
St. John Chrysostom
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Δευτέρα, 13 Νοεμβρίου.
Ἁγίου Ἰωάννου Τοῦ Χρυσοστόμου  

Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Sunday, November 19.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 19  Νοεμβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Tuesday, November 21.
Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Τρίτη, 21 Νοεμβρίου.
Ἐν τῷ Ναῷ Εἴσοδος τῆς Θεοτόκου  

Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Saturday, November 25.
St. Katherine the Great-martyr
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Σάββατον, 25 Νοεμβρίου.
Ἁγίας Αἰκατερίνης Μεγαλομάρτυρος.   

Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Sunday, November 26.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 26  Νοεμβρίου.
Ὄρθρος.

Θεία Λειτουργία. 

Thursday, November 30.
St. Andrew.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Πέμπτη, 30 Νοεμβρίου.
Ἁγίου Ἀνδρέου.

Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία. 
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Thankfulness in times of Tragedy 

The title of my message could be confusing as you may wonder “how can I be thankful in 
times of tragedy.” 

Let’s go back to a few weeks ago when hurricane Irma moved into Florida leaving 
devastation as it worked its way up through several more states.  We all watched the news on 
television and felt sorry for the people affected.  Our hearts were touched and we made 
contributions to help these folks, then we returned to our routines of watching our favorite 
TV show while enjoying a good home cooked meal.  Sure we donated money, passed a 
special tray for the victims and cleared our conscience; then, with a sigh of relief, we moved 

on with our lives.     

Can you really imagine losing all you have, as so many people experienced with this 
hurricane?  How unsettling it must be to find yourself sleeping in a shelter with hundreds of 
total strangers for days or weeks, losing all of your belongings, finding a way to get your 
special prescriptions you rely on daily.  I wonder how many of us took time to say special 
prayers for these victims. Prayer in great numbers is huge and powerful.  The Bible describes 
in Matthew pretty much what Christ’s instructions were. Have you read them lately?   

It is not enough to just come to Church services, but it is an obligation and privilege to 
gather together and take time to pray for one another and express true thankfulness.  How 
beautiful it was to see in these times of tragedy, all races carrying each other in the high 

waters, risking their lives for strangers and ordinary people again and again.  It is during 
these acts of kindness that cause us to be thankful, and this kind of thankfulness brings us 
hope for a better life.  

Life changing events happen to us all at some time or another when suddenly our eyes open 
and life looks so different.  Values change.  What is “really” important to us change.  Life for 
people and their families become more valuable than the tangible items.  So, going forward, 
we all must take notice of what we are thankful for, make that list, prioritize things, read 
them daily or at least weekly as a reminder to be thankful in all things.

Parish Council President’s Message 
by Richard Bass
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Amid all the preparations for  the Festival, the grounds cleanup event that took place on Saturday 9/9 was 
well supported and really got our place ready and presentable for showing to all of our neighbors.  For 
weeks prior, the collection for hired helpers for this task grew and grew, as the plan for which items to 
tackle was developed.  Though the signup sheet was barely filled in, when the time came plenty of people 
came to help. 

The morning shaped up to be a nice one.  Two hired guys arrived with pickup trucks for hauling and plenty 
of powerful Stihl tools.  The game plan was hatched and put into motion, and by midmorning  the yards 
were covered with a big team of workers including: 

The Arakas Family 

Richard Bass 

Bernard Blanco 

Socrates Choumbakos 

Evangelos Fallias 

The Fleming Family 

Peter Gilman 

Maria Katsigianis 

Fotios “Frank” Kouris 

Dean Nakos 

Haralambos “Roland” Nikolla 

Gus Stamatiades 

Benedict Urquhart 

Jimmy Zourzoukis 

Dino Zourzoukis 

During the previous week, Bernard Blanco spent several days shaping up the shrubs and bushes around the 
office and Hall, so the Saturday group was able to focus on the banks below Cumberland Avenue and Flint 
Street, dressing up the beds beside the sanctuary, clearing rubble, and a variety of treacherous tasks.  

Thanks to All Who Contributed money to hiring Lane and Mitchel, you certainly got your money’s 
worth out of these two.   This event and the  results were a testament to our parish’s commitment to 
Stewardship putting to best use not only dollars, but time and talent as well.  

Many Thanks to everyone who donated time & money!

September 9 Parish 
Grounds Work Day by Bruce Fleming
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 3 Year Memorial & Coffee Hour 
Chris Panagiotopoulos    

Sunday, October 22 
Christos Panagiotopoulos, 90 ,of Asheville passed in peace, Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 
Memorial Mission Hospital. A native of Greece, he was son of the late Vasilios and Panayiota 
Panagiotopoulos.   He  was  also  preceded  in  death  by  his  two  brothers,  George  and  John 
Panagiotopoulos and his step-sister, Panayiota Figoule.  
He immigrated to the United States in 1951 and moved to Asheville, NC in 1956 following a 
brief stay in New York City.  He owned and operated many restaurants over the years. Chris 
shared his loving heart in serving his family, his Church, his friends and his community.

He is survived by his wife Maria G. Panagiotopoulos; son, Vasilios C. Panagiotopoulos and his 
wife  Ekaterina;  daughter,  Penny  C.  Papanastasiou  and  her  husband  Constantinos;  four 
grandchildren, Christos, Maria, Demetri and Alexia.

Please plan to attend an Informational Meeting Concerning 
Our Dome.   Our parish commissioned a costly study to 
evaluate the leaks, and come up with a solution for this 
problem.   The findings, as well as a plan to move forward will 
be presented Sunday, October 29th immediately following 
liturgy in the Parish Hall.

DATES TO REMEMBER
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 DATES TO REMEMBER

Philoptochos 
Next Meeting:    Sunday October 8 after Divine Liturgy 

Upcoming:   Artoklasia, Sunday November 5 for Cosmas & Damianos.   

We will pass the tray for the Ecumenical Patriarchate & sponsor coffee hour.

Daughters of Penelope 
Next Meeting:  Brief meeting Sunday, October 15 following Divine Liturgy.  
The Daughters will also be sponsoring Coffee Hour on this day.

Parents, Teachers, Older Sunday School Students!  We have had some trouble with 
exterior doors being left open in the church Sunday School area.  Could you help us be 
vigilant about these doors being fully closed at the end of Sunday School? The doors have 
been locked, but not fully pulled shut.  
Thank you,
Parish Council

IMPORTANT REQUEST

Anastasia Tsiros will lead a Prosfora workshop to learn how to make 
the dense bread that holds a clear seal on the top, as preferred by Fr. 
Michael.  The Prosfora workshop will include instruction by Fr. 
Michael also.


A Prosfora Class will be on Friday, October 6, 9:30-12:00, at the 
MHCC kitchen. You can sign up for additional cooking classes to be held 

in the MHCC or at the home of Anastasia, according to the numbers in attendance. 
Look for further details to be announced.


To sign up contact: 

Bess Crider  	 besscrider@gmail.com 	 828-508-9437 

Anastasia Tsiros    ggtcorp@aol.com	 	 828-239-2982 or 255-8967

Prosphora Baker’s Workshop Friday, October 6 
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October 11
The Holy Apostle Philip

Philip was born in Palestinian Caesarea. He was 
married and had four daughters. All four were 
endowed by God with the gift of prophecy, and 
all four were vowed virgins for the sake of 
Christ. When the holy apostles chose deacons, 
Philip was chosen with Stephen and the others. 
He served the needy and widows with great 
diligence. When the persecution of Christians 
began in Jerusalem, Apostle Philip found refuge 
in Samaria, and there preached the Gospel and 
gave witness by many miracles: driving out de-
mons, healing the sick, and so forth. Seeing the 
miracles of the holy apostle, Simon the Magi-
cian was baptized. St. Philip also baptized the 
eunuch of Queen Candace. After that, an angel 
of God suddenly and invisibly translated him to 
Azotus, where he taught, preached and con-
verted many to Christ. Philip was appointed 
Bishop of Tralles. He reposed peacefully in deep 
old age, and took up his habitation in the joy of 
his Lord. 

October 18
The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke

Luke was born in Antioch. In his youth, he ex-
celled in his studies of Greek philosophy, medi-
cine and art. During the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus on earth, Luke came to Jerusalem, where 
he saw the Savior face to face, heard His saving 
teaching and was witness to His miraculous 
works. Coming to belief in the Lord, St. Luke 
was numbered among the Seventy Apostles, 
and was sent out to preach. With Cleopas, he 
saw the resurrected Lord on the road to Em-
maus (Luke 24). After the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, Luke returned to Antioch and there be-
came a fellow worker of the Apostle Paul and 
traveled to Rome with him, converting Jews 
and pagans to the Christian Faith. Luke, the be-
loved physician, … greets you, writes the Apos-
tle Paul to the Colossians. (Colossians 4:14). At 
the request of Christians, he wrote his Gospel in 
about the year 60. Following the martyrdom of 

the great Apostle Paul, St. Luke preached the 
Gospel throughout Italy, Dalmatia, Macedonia 
and other regions. He painted icons of the 
Most-holy Theotokos-not just one, but three-
and icons of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. 
Hence, St. Luke is considered to be the founder 
of Christian iconography. In old age, he visited 
Libya and Upper Egypt. From Egypt he re-
turned to Greece, where he continued to preach 
and convert many with great zeal despite his old 
age. In addition to his Gospel, St. Luke wrote 
the Acts and dedicated both works to Theophi-
lus, the governor of Achaia. Luke was eighty-
four years old when the wicked idolaters tor-
tured him for the sake of Christ and hanged 
him from an olive tree in the town of Thebes, in 
Boethia. The miracle-working relics of this 
wonderful saint were transported to Constan-
tinople in the reign of Emperor Constantius, 
the son of Constantine.

October 20
The Venerable Gerasimos the New

Gerasimos was from Trikala in the Peloponnese 
of the prominent Notaras family. He was born 
in 1509. He lived a life of asceticism on Mount 
Athos, and then in Palestine, where he fasted 
for forty days. After that, he settled on the is-
land of Cephalonia, where he founded a con-
vent. By his prayer he brought down rain, 
healed the sick, and foretold the future. He 
rested in the Lord on August 15, 1579. Gerasi-
mos was a miracle-worker both during his life 
and after his repose.

October 21
The Venerable Hilarion the Great

Like a rose growing among thorns, this great 
saint was born of pagan parents in the village of 
Tabatha near Gaza in Palestine. His parents sent 
him to study in Alexandria, where the gifted 
youngster quickly assimilated both secular 
learning and spiritual wisdom. Coming to 
know the Lord Christ, he was baptized, and de-
sired to dedicate himself completely to the serv-
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ice of the Lord. With this desire in his heart, 
Hilarion visited St. Anthony in the desert and 
became his disciple. Then he returned to his 
homeland and lived a life of asceticism near 
Maiuma, at Gaza. Demons tried to terrify him 
in various ways, but by prayer to God and the 
sign of the Cross he always overcame them and 
drove them away. Many lovers of the spiritual 
life gathered around him. Hilarion became for 
Palestine what St. Anthony was for Egypt. A di-
vine teacher, a strict ascetic and a wonderful 
miracle-worker, Hilarion was revered not only 
by Christians but also by pagans. However, fear-
ing the praise of men and tearfully lamenting, 
“Woe is me, I have received my reward on 
earth!” he fled from place to place, to hide from 
men and remain alone with his soul and with 
God. Thus, he traveled and lived in Egypt, Sic-
ily, Dalmatia and finally in Cyprus, where his 
life of great labor came to an end in about the 
year 372, at the age of eighty. The miracle-
working relics of St. Hilarion were translated to 
Palestine by his disciple Hesychius, and were 
placed in the monastery founded by him.

October 26
The Holy Great-martyr Demetrios

This glorious and wonderworking saint was 
born in Thessalonica of noble and devout par-
ents. Implored of God by childless parents, 
Demetrios was their only son, and so was raised 
and educated with great care. Demetrios's fa-
ther was a commander in Thessalonica. When 
his father died, Emperor Maximian appointed 
Demetrios as commander in his place. As he 
appointed him, Maximian, an opponent of 
Christ, particularly recommended that he per-
secute and exterminate the Christians in Thes-
salonica. Demetrios not only disobeyed the 
emperor but openly confessed and preached the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the city of Thessalonica. 
When the emperor heard of this he became fu-
rious with Demetrios. Then, when he was re-
turning from battle against the Sarmatians, 
Maximian stopped at Thessalonica to investi-

gate the matter. The emperor summoned De-
metrios and questioned him about his faith. 
Demetrios openly acknowledged his Christian 
Faith to the emperor and also denounced the 
emperor's idolatry. Maximian cast Demetrios 
into prison. Knowing what was awaiting him, 
Demetrios gave all his goods to his faithful ser-
vant Lupus to distribute to the poor, and joy-
fully awaited his imminent suffering for Christ 
the Lord. An angel of God appeared to him in 
prison, saying: “Peace be to you, O sufferer of 
Christ; be brave and be strong!” After several 
days, the emperor sent soldiers to the prison to 
kill Demetrios. The soldiers found the saint of 
God at prayer and ran him through with lances. 
Christians secretly took his body and honorably 
buried it. Healing myrrh flowed from the body 
of the martyr of Christ, curing many of the sick. 
Soon, a small church was built over his relics. 
An Illyrian nobleman, Leontius, was afflicted 
with an incurable illness. He hastened, with 
prayer, to the relics of St. Demetrios and was 
completely healed. In thanksgiving, Leontius 
erected a much larger church on the site of the 
old church. The saint appeared to him on two 
occasions. When Emperor Justinian wanted to 
translate the relics of the saint from Thessa-
lonica to Constantinople, flaming sparks sprang 
from the tomb and a voice was heard: “Stop, 
and do not touch!” And thus, the relics of St. 
Demetrios have remained for all time in Thes-
salonica. As the protector of Thessalonica, St. 
Demetrios has appeared many times, and on 
many occasions has saved Thessalonica from 
great calamity. His 
miracles are with-
out number. The 
Russians consid-
ered St. Demetrios 
to be the protector 
of Siberia, which 
was conquere d 
and annexed to 
Russia on October 
26, 1581.



 

14

Holy Trinity Stewardship Update

141 Pledges
$116,604 Pledged

Average Pledge of $827

Darryl & Mary Adding-
ton 
Spiro & Sue Aliferis
Assef & Hiyam Alnas-
raween 
Nick & Maria Anagno-
stopoulos
Nicole Anagnostopoulos
Philip & Elizabeth An-
agnostopoulos
Andrew Apostolopoulos
Linda Apostolopoulos
Pete & Paula Apostolo-
poulos
Catherine Arakas 
Sideris & Sue Arakas
Eula Balomenos
Gus & Ismini Barlas
Peter & Georgia Barlas
Richard & Mickie Bass 
Alexander & Ashleigh 
Baxevanis
George & Jennifer Baxe-
vanis
John & Elizabeth Baxe-
vanis
Nick & Laura Baxevanis
Bernard & Milagro 
Blanco
Stelios & Stavroula Bou-
sios
Travis & Eirene Burnette
Mary Chakales 

Pete & Patty Chakales
Nick & Maria Collias
Steve & Helen Constan-
tinou
Mary Vlahos Craven
Steven & Bess Crider
John and Gerri Critikos
Hope Xenakis & Ray-
mond R. Dean
John & Julie Delich
Kathryn Demos
Gus Dermas
John Dermas
Yotty Dermas
Fr. Michael & Pres. 
Nikol Diavatis 
Harry Diavatis
John Diavatis
Spyros Doumakis
Angelo & Catherine 
Dotsikas
Demetrios & Stamatia 
Dotsikas
Kostas & Amy Marie 
Dotsikas
Andrea Dray
Randy & Angie Edwards
Irene Evangelatos
John & Catherine Fa-
herty
Evangelos & Holly Fal-
lias

Diane Ferikes
Bruce & Traci Fleming
Arthur Fotos
Peter Gilman
Mackey P. Griffis
Bob & Anastasia Haines
John & Katina Hansen
Antonios & Stavroula 
Iliou 
George Iliou
Crisler & Ginny Johnson 
Mary Johnson 
Starry Jones
Andrew & June Kalli-
anos 
Evanthia Kalogerakis
Marika Kalogerakis
Stelios Kalogerakis
Niko & Kim Kalogeras
George & Eleni Kalt-
sunis
Sokratis & Dora Katsa-
douros 
Jimmy & Erenie Katsa-
douros
Andy & Golfo Katsigi-
annis
Scott & Katina Kenyon
Maria Keranis
Kiki Koufaliotis
Margaret Koutris

Jimmy & Jenny Kout-
sioumbis 
George & Ida Kroi
Gust & Vasiliki Kyres
George Lamprinakos
Mike & Amalia Law-
rence
Jason & Despina Led-
ford
Patrick & Rita Lewis
Christos & Vivian Lou-
kas
Karen McGovern
Chris & Varvara Moutos
Jim & Angeliki Moutos
Dean Nakos
Bessie Nickolopoulos
Nick Nickolopoulos
Haralambos & Nastila 
Nikolla
Vasil & Etlena Nune
Gabriel & Catherine Or-
tiz
Maria Panagiotopoulos
Chris & Vicky Papakon-
stantinou 
Helen Papanastasiou
Evangelia Papaspyrou
Arthur & Laurie Pappas
Evan Pappas
Mary Pappas 
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Gunther & Trixana Pen-
ner
Chris & Mari Peterson
Johnny Peterson
Stom & Katherine Peter-
son
Gus Poulos
John & Susan Poulos
Mary Poulos
Milton & Athena Poulos
Theodora Poulos
Andrew & Valentina 
Prytyskach 
Kostas & Emily Rantzos 
Nikolaos & Meni Rant-
zos

Paul & Steffie Rantzos
Angelo & Eleni Sakkas
Ourania Sellas
Nicholas Sellas
Constantinos & Evelyn 
Siatis 
Stamatia Sigman
Jim & Virginia Soufleris
Gus & Melissa Stamati-
ades 
John & Effie Stamatiades 
Perry & Fay Stamatiades
Pete Stathopoulos
Demetri & Maria Ste-
phenson

Jeff & Dawn Stucker
Maria Treskas
Athanasios & Fotini Tri-
antafillou
George & Tammy Tsiros
Nick & Anastacia Tsiros
Tommy & Michelle Tsi-
ros
Jimmy & Sophia Tziav-
elis
Benedict Urquhart
Seth Urquhart
Velentina Weaver
Anna Xenakis

Jim & Maria Yianopol-
ous
Bill Zaferis
Steve & Frosene Zeis
Christos & Katina 
Zoumbos 
Christos & Adamantia 
Zourzoukis 
Constantinos Zour-
zoukis
Dimitrios Zourzoukis
Evangelia Zourzoukis
George Zourzoukis
Gus & Popie Zourzoukis 
Mary Zourzoukis

Friends of 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church for 2017 

Mike & Rita Georgoulias
Dr. & Mrs. S.G. Koutroulias 
Konstantinos & Aphrodite Pistiolis
John & Susan Zourzoukis

Thank you to all 
who helped 

with the 
Greek Festival 

this year!

A report will be coming in the 
next edition of 

The Garden of the Lord
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Join 
His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios 

and the 
Clergy of the Metropolis of Atlanta 

on 
October 12 

as we celebrate 
Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

for the first time
 in the 

Panagia Chapel 
and celebrate the service known as the 

thryanoixia (opening of the gates).

Please call the Church office, 
or email me at 

FrMichael99@gmail.com, 
to RSVP so that the Metropolis 
will know how many to expect 

for this historic event. 


